Lili’u E
Oh Lili’u

E Lili’u e, noho nan mai

Ko kino e, ki’I milimili

Ko maka e, noweo wale

Ko papalina, e kukŭana

Ko ‘ihu e, e hanu ‘ona’ona

Ko waha e, e māpu ana

Ko po’ohiwi, kau mai iluna

Ko lima e, ‘ani pēahi

Ko poli e, nahenahe wale

Ko ‘ōpŭ, pahu wai lana

Ko kuli e, nuku moi ‘oe

Ko wāwae, ki’I palanahe

Ha’ina ia mai ana ka puana

E Lili’u e, e noho nani mai

Ha’ina hou mai ana ka puana

Ka hae kalaunu o Hawai’I nei.
He inoa no Lili’uokalani


Oh Lili’u sitting in pretty fashion

Your body, a doll to play with

Your eyes, so bright

Your cheeks, standing

Your nose, shall breath soft fragrances

Your mouth, wafting perfume

Your shoulders, placed upright

Your hand, waves like a fan

Your bosom, so soft

Your stomach, a keg of floating water

Your knees, a moi fish beak

Your feet, fetching daintily

Tell the summery refrain

Oh Lili’u, sit in pretty fashion

Tell the summery refrain again

The Royal Crown of Hawai’i.

In honor of Lili’uokalani

Note: This mele was originally composed for Kīna’u. Lili’uokalani, sister of King Kalākaua, asked to have this chant as her own. (Source – Alice Kama’ī mother of Kumu Hula Ainsley George Kananiokeakua Holokai – Honolulu, O’ahu).

This version of “Lili’u E” is quite different then the version in use today. Today’s mele only emphases on certain parts of her body: verses 1.) her body sitting pretty, 3.) her eyes, 4.) cheeks, 7.) shoulders, 9.) breasts, 11.) knees and 12.) feet, 13, 14.) ha’ina, 15, 16.) ha’ina hou. Perhaps, this mele was shortened for the sake of teaching children, or perhaps this longer version has been lost to most hula schools of today.

I’m very fortunate to have received this version from Uncle George Holokai at my parent’s home in Kalii, O’ahu, the summer of 2003, while working the Honolulu flights to and from Dallas, Texas, as a Flight Attendant for American Airlines – Mahalo Uncle George! – Frank Keli’I Chang

