Moonlight in Kalua
When it’s moonlight in Kalua

Night like this divine

It was moonlight in Kalua

When your kisses met mine

Although the rose and jasmine bloom is fair

And love is calling through the scented air everywhere

It is lonely in Kalua, becaue you are not there!

Composed by: renowned Broadway composers: Jerome Kern and  Anne Caldwell O’dea.

Hawaiian songs during the turn of the century in the 1900s became more popular than any other songs on America’s playlists! Composers like Jerome and Anne had never been to the islands – they only heard of Hawai’i through stories brought back  by the press and tourists who visited there.

Kalua does not exist in Hawai’i. If it did, it would be where there is a large pit of some sort like a crater because “Kalua” means “pit!” If they had known that, they would have probably not used the word oat all. However, Kalua has a haunting sound to it… it sounds mysterious like a “Shangri-La” somewhere in the pacific.

The name Kalua was used in Richard Walton Tully’s war-horse theatrical drama Bird of Paradise which was filmed twice in Hollywood. This second version filmed in 1951, stars Louis Jourdan as French sailor of fortune Andre Lawrence, who joins his Polynesioan friend, Tenga (Jeff Chandler), on a visit to the South Seas. Once he’s arrived in the tropical paradise, Andre falls in love with Chandler’s nubile sister, Kalua (Debra Paet). Alas, their romance brings only disaster to  all concerned. To appease the gods and prevent a volcanic eruption that will destroy her home and people, the girl offers herself up as a sacrifice. This Technicolor remake of Bird of Paradise prevented the TV release of the superior 1932 version, which starred Joel McCrea and Dolores Del Rio; only when the 1932 film lapsed into public domain was it afforded TV exposure. (http://lovingtheclassics.com/Bird-of-Paradise-1951-DVD/prod_2478.html
